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Constitutional Authority 

The responsibilities of the Board of Regents and those of the four management boards are carefully drawn to ensure a balance and d isti nction between coordinating, planning and policy-making, and management 

im plementation. The 1974 Louisiana Const itut ion gives t he Board of Regents the following authority: 

• To review or eliminate existing degree programs or departments; 

• To approve, disapprove, or modify proposed academic programs or departments; 

• To study both the need for and feasibility of new post-secondary instit ut ions as well as the conversion of existi ng schools into campuses offering more advanced courses of study; 

• To formulate and update a master plan for higher educat ion (which m ust include a higher education funding formula); and 

To review annual budget proposals for the operat ing and capital needs of each public inst it ut ion prio r to compilation of the Regents' higher education budget recommendat ions. The Board also recommends priorities 

for capital construction and improvements. 

The Const itut ion provides t hat all dut ies and responsibilit ies not specifically vested in the Board ofRegents be assigned to the respective management boards. This carefully drawn div ision of responsibilit y enables the 

Board of Regents to chart general academic and fiscal direct ions for higher educat ion in Louisiana w ithout becoming unnecessarily entangled in the day-to-day mechanics of operating co llege campuses. 

Thus, in pract ice, the Board of Regents' determines w hat academic programs an instit ut ion may offer and assesses the quality and need for t hose programs, but the management boards oversee instructional operat ions; the 

Regents administer the funding formula and set guidelines for preparing campus budgets, but the management boards have the responsibility of preparing and administering those budgets; t he Regents set tenure 

standards that t1e university systems m ust meet o r exceed, but only the management boards may approve campus personnel actions. 

The Board of Regents is responsible for a w ide range of planning, policy-making, and coordinating act ivit ies, touching every aspect of higher education operatiors. To facilit ate t he handling of this broad spectrum of 

act ivit ies, t he agency is organized into divisions- Planning, Research and Performance; Academic and Student Affairs; Finance and Facilities, Legal & External Affairs, Public Affairs, Administ rat ion, and Sponsored Programs. 
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